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Brooklyn Dry Cleaner Faces Haz Waste Charges By EPA Agency Seeks $44,000 Penalty; Tells Company to Clean Up Its Act 
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(#99183) New York, N.Y. - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has charged Majestic Garment Cleaners, an industrial dry cleaner located at 1147 Loring Avenue at 
Pine Street in the New Lots section of Brooklyn, with violations of federal and state hazardous waste regulations and failing to provide EPA with required information about its 
operations.  EPA is seeking a $44,000 penalty and has ordered Majestic to immediately improve conditions at the dry cleaning facility so that it meets federal and New York state 
hazardous waste standards. 
 
January and March 1999 inspections of the Majestic Garment Cleaners facility and later correspondence with the company revealed a number of troubling practices, several 
involving the dry cleaning chemical tetrachloroethylene (or perchloroethylene), commonly known as "perc."  Perc is the chemical used by a majority of dry cleaners to clean 
garments.  It evaporates into the air very easily, can be harmful to humans if inhaled over long periods of time, and is considered a possible human carcinogen.  EPA requires that 
all perc users handle and dispose of it in strict accordance with regulations of the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA), which governs the management of 
hazardous waste.  During the inspection of the Brooklyn facility, however, EPA inspectors saw perc-contaminated water overflowing into a floor drain leading to the New York 
City sewer system, a steady stream of steam and liquid from a dry cleaning unit that was also flowing into a sewer floor drain, and employees disposing of perc-contaminated water 
from steam presses onto the ground outside the building.  The inspectors noticed that the areas around the dry cleaning machines were visibly contaminated with 
perc-contaminated lint and a dark liquid residue.  EPA also learned that Majestic regularly vacuumed perc-contaminated lint and disposed of it in a dumpster behind the facility.  
These and other occurrences and practices at Majestic's facility violate RCRA and New York state regulations that require businesses to take steps to prevent releases of any 
hazardous waste that could threaten the health of employees, the general public and the environment.   
   
Majestic has contested the allegations in EPA's complaint. 
 
"The conditions EPA observed at this dry cleaning facility are alarming," said Jeanne M. Fox, EPA Regional Administrator.  "Toxic chemicals like perc must be handled strictly 
according to the law to protect neighbors, workers and our environment.  And in a city as densely populated as New York where environmental infractions can affect many people, 
following the law is a must.  We expect all dry cleaning facilities to recognize the importance of our hazardous waste regulations and bear in mind that environmental regulators 
will be looking for their compliance." 
 
In addition to seeking a $44,000 penalty, EPA ordered Majestic to make a number of improvements at the Brooklyn facility including: sealing the floor drains near the dry cleaning 
machinery, repairing all leaks,managing all perc-contaminated lint as hazardous waste instead of disposing of it in the dumpster, ending the practice of disposing of contaminated 
steam press water outside the building, and starting a program of weekly hazardous waste management inspections.        
 
The dry cleaning industry has for some time been known to have a high rate of non-compliance with various federal, state and local environmental regulations.  In an initial 
attempt to combat this trend, since 1996, EPA's Region 2 office has offered compliance assistance to almost 350 small business dry cleaners in the New York City area and New 
Jersey.  EPA distributed bi-lingual literature about environmental compliance and offered to review each facility's operations and grant temporary amnesty from penalties while 
they came into compliance.  
 
Most of the dry cleaners declined the offer.  EPA also conducted inspections, and when violations were found issued Notices of Violation that described the violations and 
required companies to make improvements, but did not levy penalties against these small businesses.  Unfortunately, some of the Notice of Violation recipients -- including 
Majestic Garment Cleaners failed to respond appropriately.  Because the dry cleaning industry as a whole showed no significant increase in compliance in response to either of 
EPA's initial efforts, the agency has shifted its focus in dealing with the industry to inspection and formal enforcement proceedings against non-compliant companies like Majestic, 
which now face monetary penalties and orders to immediately improve environmental conditions.  EPA maintains, however, that it is still in dry cleaners' best interest to contact 
the agency for compliance assistance before enforcement actions are taken.  EPA's  Dry Cleaning Compliance Assistance number is (212) 637-4050. 


